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A note from Jan:  Serious September is that month that brings everyone back to school and down to 

business. Except for Beautiful People players that is….the fall seasons of soccer and baseball begin and the 

pure pleasure continues. Also this month, we have a contest opportunity through The Bumble Bee project. Enter 

now--the Hive Building Contest Draw or construct a model of a home or a building but make it accessible for 

persons with disabilities. Then on October 6th during the Spina Bifida Resource Network's annual "Walk for 

Empowerment", you may be the winner of an iPad, an iPod, or one of 15 iTunes gift cards. It’s about having fun, 

thinking outside of the box, being creative, stretching your imagination and then… making it all practical!  

                                                                                                     Check out www.HiveOfYourOwn.com for details. 
ON DECK: (“ON DECK” is a regular part of The Beautiful Times, each issue a player and volunteer are featured)

Nick Barnes:  
Beautiful People Soccer and Baseball Player  

Age: 14 

Favorite MLB Team: Yankees  

Favorite Subject in School: Math  

Favorite things about playing ball with Beautiful People:  Everything 

about playing both soccer and baseball.  Also, hanging out with my 

family and socializing with friends.  

What are your hobbies/interests?  Visiting major league ball 

parks/stadiums.  The Barnes’ do this as a family.  Nick has visited 10 

stadiums to date and his goal is to visit them all!  Nick says that once he met Yankees pitcher, Joba 

Chamberlain.  Joba asked Nick how he did in a game he had just played and Nick had attended.  Nick 

was able to tell him all the stats of this game.  Joba himself didn’t even remember all the details of the 

game as well as Nick did. 

What do you want to be when you grow up?  I would like to work for the MLB studio network as a Sports 

Statistician.  This is someone who works on a computer and records the statistics of a sporting event.  After 

hearing Nick’s story about Joba Chamberlain, it sounds like Nick would be perfect for a job like this. ■ 
     

Ashley Parchinski:  Volunteer Buddy 
Age: 16 

Favorite memory of Beautiful People: My favorite memory of Beautiful People was and is every game I 

play with my buddy Luke.  I love talking to him and hearing his stories.  I love 

when he gets a really big hit and seeing how excited he gets.  I also enjoy 

how every game he loves to play first base and we always race everyone 

else to get there first.   

How long have you been volunteering with Beautiful People?  This will be my 

fourth year with Beautiful People.  I started at BP when I was in the 8th grade. 

Education:  I am now a junior at Warwick Valley High School. 

What are your hobbies/interests?  I am a level 10 gymnast at Kennett 

Gymnastics in Goshen.  I practice 20+ hours every week.  I also love to read, 

swim, shop, volunteer and hang out with my family and friends. 

What do you do as a volunteer at Beautiful People?  At first, I started 

volunteering at BP because my older brother volunteered there.   Now, I 

volunteer because I love playing baseball with my two buddies Tim and 

Luke.  I love talking to them and watching them improve every week.  I love 

seeing their faces light up every time they catch a ball, make a really long 

throw, or get a big hit.  I love warming up for the game with Luke and playing tag with Tim. 

What is it that keeps you ‘coming back’?  What keeps me coming back is the whole community of 

Beautiful People and my buddies.  I love how everybody is always so happy, supportive and positive.  I like 

how everybody knows everyone else here. ■  

http://hiveofyourown.com/
http://www.hiveofyourown.com/


A Parent’s Perspective: 

Pitching mound dreams and a road block called Focal Epilepsy 

By Jason Micallef 
 

I’ll start with a quick family introduction.  My wife Amy and I are the proud parents of three boys: Cole (2), Shane (6) 

and our oldest son Luke (9).  Luke just wrapped up his third season with the Beautiful People Baseball League and is 

eagerly awaiting the start of fall soccer.  It’s hard to describe to those who are not parents of children with special needs.  I 

will do my best to lay it out.  

 

When Luke was born on August 28
th
, 2003, the sports dreams began almost simultaneously.  I remember the first time he 

threw a teething cracker, the thoughts, “He is going to be a quarterback or maybe a pitcher,” frequently ran through my 

mind during the first year of his life.  When I witnessed Luke’s first seizure, those dreams were kind of brushed to the 

side.  At age 4 we signed Luke up for soccer here in Warwick with hopes that he might somehow take interest.  He ran 

onto the field no problem, but it was obvious he wasn’t going to keep up with most of the other children, both mentally 

and physically.  For the next couple of years Luke would watch his younger brother Shane play soccer, baseball and 

basketball.  Luke would ask me questions like, “Why do you and Shane always play basketball?”  As a Dad, I heard, 

“You don’t play sports with me.”  This would mentally drain me.  

 

Now, Luke is part of the Beautiful People League.  Because of this, I can get him to play catch with us and there is a 

reason associated with why we are doing what we are doing.  I can tell him, “Let’s get ready for Sunday’s game.” I show 

him how to stand at the plate, etc.  Luke looks forward to seeing his classmates outside of the school environment.  The 

Beautiful People League is his thing.  It’s his time to have the family come and watch him do something.   Luke’s seizure 

disorder is a road block for him, but Beautiful People is a step in finding another route to where we want to go.  For this 

we are all very grateful. ■  

                        Team Sponsors: 
 

YANKEES: Beyond Rubies – Life Coaching 

www.beyondrubies.net 

METS:  Real McCoy 2 – Sports Memorabilia 

(845) 234 – 6760 

 

PHILLIES: Surehands Lifts & Care Systems 

www.surehands.com 

 

RED SOX: Sunterra – Produce Traders 

www.sunterraonline.com 

 

ORIOLES: ASTAR 

www.astarheating.com 

 

PIRATES: La Petite Cuisine 

www.warwickinfo.net/lapetitecuisine 

 

BLUE JAYS: Jamie Kaminski Photography 

www.JamieKaminski.com 

 

CUBS: Mulberry Tree Learning Center 
www.mulberrytreelearning.com 

 
 

Soccer Facts 

Did you know...? 

 

The phrase ”to score a goal” 

originated when small marks were 

made on a post to keep track of the 

number of goals.  These small nicks 

literally “scored” the post for each 

goal made. 

The word “soccer” is abbreviated 

from the word “association 

football”.  In the 1880’s Oxford 

students shortened words and 

added “er”.  Ex: Rugby was 

“ruggers”.  Breakfast: “brekkers”. 

The Bicycle Kick is where a player 

throws his/her body in the air, while 

moving their legs in a scissor like 

motion, in order to kick the ball 

backwards over their heads. Don’t 

try this at home.  

Brazil has won the World Cup more 

times than any other country, Italy is 

close behind and Germany next. 

The United States women’s team 

has been a superpower in the 

Olympics since 1996.  4 Gold Metals. 

New spring season parents reported 
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Thank you by Jim Schalck 
 
Hi All.  My name is Jim Schalck.  Most of you probably do not know me, but thanks to my friend Greg Sillen and his family, I now 

Welcome to Holland   by  Emily Pearl Kingsley 

♥  Broccoli Baked Potatoes  ♥ 

  ■ 6 medium Idaho potatoes  

  ■ 3 stalks broccoli 

  ■ ¼ cup skim milk 

  ■ 1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese 

  ■ 1/8 tsp. pepper 

Oven: 350º - Time: 30 to 60 minutes;15 min. to melt cheese or reheat. 

            1 potato, entrée; half a potato, side dish. 

Nutritional Analysis per Potato: Calories, 315; Fiber, 6.6g; Cholesterol, 25 mg; Sodium 160mg. Percent 

            Calories from: Protein, 14%; Carbohydrates, 67%; Fat, 18%    



Welcome to Holland   by Emily Pearl Kingsley 

©1987 by Emily Perl  Kingsley.   All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission of the author. 

I am often asked to describe the experience of raising a child with a disability – to try to help people who have not shared that 

unique experience to understand it, to imagine how it would feel.  It’s like this ...... 

When you’re going to have a baby, it’s like planning a fabulous vacation trip – to Italy.  You buy a bunch of guide books and 

make your wonderful plans.  The Coliseum.  The Michelangelo David.  The gondolas in Venice.  You may learn some handy 

phrases in Italian.  It’s all very exciting. 

After months of eager anticipation, the day finally arrives.  You pack your bags and off you go.  Several hours later, the plane 

lands.  The flight attendant comes in and says, “Welcome to Holland.” 

“Holland?!?”  you say.  “What do you mean Holland?? I signed up for Italy!  I’m supposed to be in Italy.  All my life I’ve 

dreamed of going to Italy.” 

But there’s been a change in the flight plan.  They’ve landed in Holland and there you must stay. 

The important thing is that they haven’t taken you to a horrible, disgusting, filthy place, full of pestilence, famine and disease.  

It’s just a different place. 

So you must go out and buy new guide books.  And you must learn a whole new language.  And you will meet a whole new 

group of people you would never have met. 

It’s just a different place.  It’s slower-paced than Italy, less flashy than Italy.  But after you’ve been there for a while and you 

catch your breath, you look around.... and you begin to notice that Holland has windmills.... and Holland has tulips.  Holland 

even has Rembrandts. 

But everyone you know is busy coming and going from Italy.... and they’re all bragging about what a wonderful time they had 

there.  And for the rest of your life, you will say, “Yes, that’s where I was supposed to go.  That’s what I had planned.”  

And the pain of that will never, ever, ever, ever go away.... because the loss of that dream is a very very significant loss. 

But....  if you spend your life mourning the fact that you didn’t get to Italy, you may never be free to enjoy the very special, the 

very lovely things.... about Holland. 

Emily P. Kingsley is the Mother of a child with Down syndrome, Jason.  Over the years she has done much to improve the ways in which people with 

disabilities are portrayed in the media.  She worked as a writer for Sesame  Street , receiving many Emmy awards.  She was instrumental in integrating 

mentally and physically disabled children and adults into the format of Sesame Street. 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

The Beautiful Times: What would you like to see?? Got Ideas? 

If you have any suggestions on something you would like to see in the newsletter please let us know. You can either send 
us a letter or email us with some suggestions!! If you do send an email please make the subject “Beautiful Times” You can 
even add a personal story that you would like others to hear about! Help is needed! 

        Mail:  Editor,   Melinda Engel    28 Blaha Lane, Bloomingburg, NY 12721     Email: engelmelinda203@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events for Beautiful People & Friends  

 September                                                                    October 

      13, 20, 27  Saturdays, Fall Soccer 1-2 pm                  8, 15, 22, 29  Saturdays, Soccer 1-2 pm 

      14, 21, 28  Sundays,  Fall Baseball 10-noon               9, 16, 23, 30  Sundays, Baseball 10-noon  

 

   October 26 “Out of the Park” Dinner Dance 6-10 pm  The Fountains, Wallkill Golf Club                       
 November                                                                     December 

      11  Sunday - Indoor Swimming                                     2  Sunday - Holiday Bowling Party 11-1 pm 

            and Martial Arts Workshop 2:30-4:30 pm                   Hoe Bowl Orange Lanes 

            Union Ave Community Fitness Center 

                                   


